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Andromeda Galaxy  

The many “personalities” of our great galactic neighbor, the Andromeda galaxy, 

are exposed in this composite image from NASA's Galaxy Evolution Explorer 

(GALEX) and the Spitzer Space Telescope.  Andromeda's "fiery" nature—hotter 

regions brimming with young and old stars—are revealed in GALEX’s ultraviolet 

view, represented in blue. In contrast, Spitzer's super-sensitive infrared eyes 

show Andromeda's relatively “cool” side, represented in red, which includes 

embryonic stars hidden in their dusty cocoons.  See more GALEX images at 

www.galex.caltech.edu.
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NGC 1512  

In this image, the wide ultraviolet eyes of NASA's Galaxy Evolution Explorer 

(GALEX) show spiral galaxy NGC 1512 sitting slightly northwest of elliptical 

galaxy NGC 1510. The two galaxies are currently separated by a mere 68,000 

light-years, leading many astronomers to suspect that a close encounter is 

currently in progress.  The overlapping of two tightly wound spiral arm segments 

makes up the light blue inner ring of NGC 1512. Meanwhile, the galaxy's outer 

spiral arm is being distorted by strong gravitational interactions with NGC 1510.    

See more GALEX images at www.galex.caltech.edu
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Cartwheel Galaxy  

This false-color composite image shows the Cartwheel galaxy as seen in 

ultraviolet light by the Galaxy Evolution Explorer (GALEX, blue); the Hubble 

Space Telescope in visible light (green); the Spitzer Space Telescope in infrared 

light (red); and the Chandra X-ray Observatory (purple).  The blue outer ring is so 

powerful in the GALEX observations that it indicates the Cartwheel is one of the 

most powerful UV-emitting galaxies in the nearby universe. The blue color reveals 

to astronomers that associations of stars 5 to 20 times as massive as our sun are 

forming in this region.  See more GALEX images at www.galex.caltech.edu.
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Triangulum Galaxy, M33 

M33, the Triangulum Galaxy, is the second nearest spiral galaxy to our Milky Way 

(after M31, the Andromeda Galaxy).  The Galaxy Evolution Explorer (GALEX) 

imaged M33 as it appears in ultraviolet wavelengths. Ultraviolet imaging primarily 

traces emission from the atmospheres of hot stars, most of which formed in the 

past few hundred million years.   Thus, astronomers can compare the population 

of young, massive stars with other components of the galaxy, such as interstellar 

dust and gas, the raw material from which stars form.   See more GALEX images 

at www.galex.caltech.edu.
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